Congenital cardiac tumors in association with orofacial clefts.
The case of an infant with a complete cleft of the primary and secondary palate (class III) and right unilateral complete cleft lip who demonstrated failure to thrive due to a primary congenital cardiac fibroma is described. This tumor required cardiac transplantation for effective treatment. A review of the literature, although replete with associations of cleft lip/palate and congenital heart disease, does not reveal a congenital cardiac tumor/orofacial cleft association or syndrome. Failure to thrive, however, which is common in such infants, may well be associated with congenital cardiac anomalies and should be carefully ruled out. Treatment of cardiac fibromas is discussed along with the usefulness of two-dimensional echocardiography and the importance of the team approach in the management of these infants.